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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Welcome to Wattleview Primary School! We are delighted that you 

have chosen our school for your child’s education. We trust that this will 

be the start of a happy and rewarding time for both your child and 

yourself. 

 

We are excited to be the lucky ones teaching your child in Foundation 

next year and look forward to getting to know his or her personality, 

interests and abilities. 

 

This booklet is an overview of relevant information to aid your child’s 

transition from Kindergarten to Primary School. There are helpful hints on 

how to make your child feel as happy and comfortable as possible in 

their first year of schooling. 

 

Our aim is to work with you in the education of your child and at all 

times, we seek your co-operation and understanding. We are always 

available to discuss any concerns or problems with you and ask that 

you contact us personally on the school phone number, which is 9758 

4322 or directly via email at stephanie.nicholds@education.vic.gov.au 

or andrew.reardon@education.vic.gov.au 

   

The Foundation year is a special and memorable year. It sets the tone 

for your child’s learning and attitude towards their education.  We 

place a high priority on making sure that the needs of your child are 

met in the best possible manner. The first year of school will be a fun 

adventure for all of us and we look forward to sharing the journey with 

you and your family. 

 

You will receive a personal letter from us in January notifying you of your 

child’s teacher and classroom. 

 

Looking forward to next year! 

 

Stephanie Nicholds and Andrew Reardon 

2021 Foundation Teachers 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stephanie.nicholds@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:andrew.reardon@education.vic.gov.au
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Welcome to Foundation 2021  
 

Welcome to Wattleview Primary School and our Foundation Transition Program. This 

program has been designed to support you and your child as they commence their 

transition from kindergarten into primary school.  

The Transition Program offers your child the opportunity to be immersed in a variety 

of hands-on activities. These activities have been structured to stimulate and foster 

a desire for learning within a caring environment. The program also allows your child 

to familiarise themselves with how a school works and get used to a more formal 

structure that is school.  

This is a very exciting time for teachers, parents, carers and future Foundation 

students. We are looking forward to meeting all of you over the duration of our 

Transition Program.  

 

 

Transition Program  
 

Our 2021 Foundation students are encouraged to participate in all transition 

sessions to support the smooth transition to school and to build important social 

connections. 

 

2020 Student Sessions Parent/Carer Sessions 
Thursday 3rd Sept 

 

 

 Getting to know you Q&A 

Webex Meeting 

(See website for more information) 

Monday 12th Oct 

6-7pm 

 

 School Readiness Presentation 

Webex Meeting 

(See website for more information) 

Friday 30th Oct 

9-10am 

 

Students at School – Session 1  

Friday 6th Nov 

2:30-3:30pm 

 

Students at School – Session 2  

Friday 20th Nov 

9-10am 

 

Students at School – Session 3  

Monday 7th Dec 

6-7pm 

 

 General Foundation Information 

Night 

Administration Building 

Tuesday 8th Dec 

9-10:30am 

 

Students at School – Session 4  
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Important Dates for 2021 

 
Term 1  Individual assessments of Foundation students 

Thursday 28th Jan until Friday 5th Feb 

 Foundation students commence on Monday 8th 

Feb – Full time from 9:00am – 3:30pm 

 Labour Day Holiday Monday 8th Mar  

 Finishes Thursday 1st Apr 

Term 2  Begins on Monday 19th Apr  

 Queen’s Birthday Holiday Monday 14th June 

 Finishes Friday 25th June 

Term 3  Begins on Monday 12th July 

 Finishes Friday 17th Sept 

Term 4  Begins on Monday 4th Oct 

 Melbourne Cup Holiday Tuesday 2nd Nov 

 Finishes Friday 17th Dec 

 

 
Please note:  

 

At the end of Terms 1, 2 and 3, children will be dismissed at 2:30pm.  

At the end of Term 4, children will be dismissed at 1:30pm. 
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Starting Times for 2021 Foundation Students 

 
This year, we will be starting full days from Day 1 on Monday 8th 

February. The following is an outline of the first week of school. 

 
Day 1 ~ Monday 8th February 

Students will begin school at 9:00am and finish at 3:30pm. They will 

need their school bag, a hat, water bottle, lunch, snack and fruit 

snack. 

 

 

Day 2 ~ Tuesday 9th February 

Students will begin school at 9:00am and finish at 3:30pm. They will 

need their school bag, a hat, water bottle, lunch, snack and fruit 

snack. 

 

 

Day 3 ~ Wednesday 10th February 

Students will begin school at 9:00am and finish at 3:30pm. They will 

need their school bag, a hat, water bottle, lunch, snack and fruit 

snack. 

 

 

Day 4 ~ Thursday 11th February 

Students will begin school at 9:00am and finish at 3:30pm. They will 

need their school bag, a hat, water bottle, lunch, snack and fruit 

snack. 

 

 

Day 5 ~ Friday 12th February 

Students will begin school at 9:00am and finish at 3:30pm. They will 

need their school bag, a hat, water bottle, lunch, snack and fruit 

snack. 

 

 

*Students will be dismissed via the external decking doors. You 

are more than welcome to wait outside on the grass for your 

child at the completion of the school day.  
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What to expect 
 

First Day of School  
 

The first day is an important day for your child. Dress them up, brush their hair, take a 

photo and get ready for some tears (yours, not theirs!)  

Come to the learning space at 8:45am to say goodbye. We ask that all parents 

leave the learning space as quickly as possible to ensure a smooth and calm 

transition for all involved. This process will remain in place for the first week and then 

the students will be taught where to line up for the following week. At the end of the 

day, students will be dismissed via the external decking doors at 3:30pm.  

 

On the first day, your child will need to be in full school uniform and bring to school:  

 A school bag clearly named.  

 The Wattleview Primary School hat clearly named.  

 Snack, Fruit Snack and Lunch in clearly named containers.  

 A drink bottle clearly named.  

 

During The First Month  
 

You will quickly realise that your child is very tired after a day at school. Give your 

child time to talk about the day’s experiences but be aware that your child may 

not want to share immediately at the end of the school day – some children need 

‘thinking time’ and are more likely to discuss their day later in the evening. A cool 

drink and healthy afternoon snack should be part of their after school routine.  

Establish a regular bedtime for your child and create a calm routine. This will ensure 

they have enough rest and will aid their learning and concentration at school.  

Students can be dropped off at school from 8:45am when there will be a teacher 

on duty in the playground. They will then enter their learning space with their 

teacher at 9:00am. To ensure a happy and reassuring start for all students at this 

busy time, classroom teachers are available between 8:45am and 9:00am for the 

quick transfer of information. Classroom teachers would be pleased to speak with 

you informally before or after school, or an appointment can be arranged. 

 

Our Day 

 

9:00am  Students enter learning spaces - Instruction begins  

10:45am  Morning recess – supervised eating of snack  

11:00am – 11:30am  Morning recess outdoor play  

11:30 - 12:30 Instruction resumes 

12:30 Fruit Snack 

12:30am – 1.20pm  Instruction continues 

1:20pm – 1:40pm  Lunch – supervised eating of lunch  

1:40pm – 2:30pm  Lunch outdoor play  

2:30pm  Instruction resumes  

3:30pm  Dismissal – students exit via decking doors and meet 

parents/carers on designated grassed area   
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Student Assessments 
 

All Foundation students will be assessed in the first full week of Term One, Thursday 

28th  January – Friday 5th February. This assessment will then be used to assist in 

planning programs to cater for the learning needs of every student. The assessment 

sessions are designed to be a positive experience for the students and will involve 

aspects of English and Mathematics.  

There will be one assessment session with two components that your child will be 

required to attend.  

 

The first is an English Online Interview that all Victorian students in Foundation 

participate in.  

 

The English Online Interview tasks include:  

 Oral Language  

 Phonemic Awareness (identifying sounds in words)  

 Reading text and Comprehension  

 Letter and Word Identification  

 Retell and Comprehension of a text  

 Writing task  

 

The second component is the Mathematics Interview. It consists of hands-on 

assessment tasks where students demonstrate mathematical understandings in the 

following areas:  

 Counting/Number  

 Time  

 Measurement  

 Shape and Pattern  

 

Your child will be working individually with a teacher during this time therefore only 

your child is required to attend the assessment session. It is critical that you arrive on 

time for your child’s allocated session. More information regarding the online 

booking process will be sent with your letter in January. Teachers are timetabled 

with consecutive assessment sessions – your promptness will assist in all students 

being assessed in a timely manner.  

 

Please ensure you are punctual in collecting your child at the conclusion of the 

assessment session.  

 

Students are encouraged and assisted to progress at their own pace. When talking 

to other parents, remember this and consult with staff if you have any concern or 

questions. Our door is always open so please feel free to make a time to see us. 
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Essential Knowledge 

 
Curriculum  

 

All learning and teaching programs at Wattleview Primary School are based on the 

Victorian Curriculum F-10. Our students participate in a range of specialist 

programs, including: Physical Education, The Arts and LOTE. 

Further complementing the teaching and learning programs, as students’ progress 

through the school they have the opportunity to participate in Inter-School Sport, 

Instrumental Music and Camps. There is a strong emphasis on student leadership. 

Leadership opportunities exist through our Junior School Council and Seedlings. 

 

 

Communication - Compass and Google 
 

A whole school electronic newsletter and year level newsletters are provided on a 

weekly basis. All correspondence is circulated via the School’s Compass Portal and 

school website through Google Sites. Please take the time to read these documents 

as they contain important notices, dates, reminders and items of interest.  

 

Occasionally, hard copy notices will be sent home. Foundation students will receive 

a folder that will house and transport these notices to and from school.  

 

 

Reporting to Parents/Carers  
 

Term Two: Written mid-year report and Student Led Conference  

Term Four: Written end of year report  

 

All parents/carers are encouraged to arrange an appointment to discuss their 

child’s progress with the classroom teacher as the need arises.  

 

 

School Support Services  
 

The Department of Education and Training provides an opportunity to support 

students through Student Support Services, which comprise a broad range of 

professionals including psychologists, guidance officers, speech pathologists, social 

workers and a chaplain. Student Support Service officers work as part of an 

integrated health and wellbeing team within networks of schools, focusing on 

providing group-based and individual support, workforce capacity building and 

the provision of specialised services. Written parental consent is required for a 

student to be seen by these professionals.  
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Assembly  
 

All students attend a whole school assembly each week in the school Gymnasium. 

Assemblies are held at 3:00pm on a Friday afternoon and are run by our Junior 

School Council. Parents are always welcome to attend. 

 

 

Lunch Provision and Procedure  
 

When full school days begin:  

 Provide your child with lunch, a separate snack for morning tea, fruit snack 

and a drink bottle.  

 Students eat their lunch under supervision, either in the learning space or 

outside (weather permitting).  

 Lunch orders – WVPS have lunch orders every Friday – a menu can be 

obtained from the office or from the school website. 

 

Please note: Children with lunch orders require a separate snack to be brought 

from home for their morning tea.  

 

 

Healthy Eating  
 

A healthy, well-balanced diet is essential for students to aid learning and 

concentration throughout the school day.  

 Morning tea – a nourishing snack for morning recess. Salty chips, chocolates 

and sweets are discouraged.  

 Fruit snack – a piece of fruit or vegetable 

 Lunch – packed with nourishing food that your child enjoys. Please consider 

what will keep well until lunchtime.  

 A bottle of water.  

 

We encourage students to bring wrap-free lunches; using plastic containers where 

possible. Please ensure these containers are clearly labelled with your child’s name.  

 

Additional information regarding food at school can be found later in this booklet.  

 

 

Outdoor Play  
 

We like to get the Foundation students enjoying outdoor play with the rest of the 

school as early as possible. Your child will enjoy playing on the oval, school 

playground equipment, the sandpit and green grassed areas. Sporting equipment 

is always available for students to take outside if they are interested.   
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On Wet or Extreme Weather Days  
 

All students remain in their learning spaces if it is raining during recess and lunch 

times until weather clears and it is possible to go outside. Students are supervised 

inside. On days of extreme heat, students remain inside and are encouraged to 

drink plenty of fluids.  

There is no provision to send students home on very hot days. Students must have a 

drink bottle, a school hat and sunscreen. 

 

 

Sun Smart  
 

All students must wear their Wattleview school hat between the 1st of September 

and the 30th of April each year. Students must wear hats whenever they are outside 

during breaks, playing sport or participating in learning outdoors. Students who are 

not wearing hats will be required to stay in a sheltered area. Please encourage your 

child to put on their own sunscreen – roll on sunscreen is recommended.  

 

 

Buddy System  
 

In Term 1, all students are allocated a Grade 5 student as a buddy. This provides 

Foundation students with additional support not only in their first year of schooling 

but also as they progress to Grade 1. Your child’s buddy will assist him/her to 

become familiar with the playground and general aspects of school life. Students 

are also involved in co-operative learning with their buddies throughout the year.  

 

 

Home Reading and Take Home Sight Words  
 

Information will be distributed early in the year outlining the Home Reading Program 

and Take Home Sight Words.  

  

 

Personal Belongings  
 

Precious toys, trading cards and games are discouraged from being brought to 

school from home. This is to avoid tears if they are misplaced or damaged. It is 

difficult for young students to be responsible for these items. The Department of 

Education and Training (DET) has asked schools to advise parents that the DET is not 

responsible for the loss of property brought to school by students and property is not 

insured.  
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Our School Library  
 

The Library at Wattleview Primary School is computerised and operates much the 

same as your local library. Your child will visit the Library once a week on a 

designated day and have the opportunity to select books to borrow. We ask that 

all books are returned in your child’s library bag, a week later, on their designated 

library day.  

 

 

Lost Property  
 

If something belonging to your child is missing, please check the learning space 

and lost property, located at the Office. Things may go missing for a few days but if 

they are named, they can be easily returned.  

 

 

Leaving School Grounds  
 

Students can be dropped off or collected outside specified hours BUT on these 

occasions they must be signed in or out in the register located at the Office. 

Students can only be collected by parents/carers as nominated on the enrolment 

form. Prior notification is required for any change in this routine. Please note that 

your child cannot enter the school grounds unaccompanied and is NOT permitted 

to leave the school grounds unaccompanied.  

 

 

School Crossing Usage  

 

It is law that when the Children’s Crossing signs are displayed that people use the 

crossing to get from one side of the road to the other. Failure to do so compromises 

safety. A School Crossing Supervisor is on duty before and after school. There are 

financial penalties issued by the relevant authority on a regular basis for incorrect 

use of the crossing.  

 

 

House System  
 

All students are placed in one of four houses, which are named; Bluegum (blue), 

Waratah (red), Fern (green) or Wattle (yellow) House.  

House points are awarded for positive behaviour and outstanding effort, both in 

and out of the classroom.  
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Excursions and Incursions  

 
Any excursions and incursions involving your child requires written approval from a 

parent/carer. Notifications will be sent via Compass prior to the event and consent 

and payments must be provided by the due date.  

A general approval is obtained for walking excursions within the school 

neighbourhood at the beginning of the year. 
 

School Uniform  
 

Wattleview Primary School has a compulsory school uniform. All students are 

required to wear the correct uniform. There are a variety of options as to how the 

uniform can be worn. This is explained in the School Uniform policy. More 

information regarding school uniforms can be obtained from the office. 

 

 

WATTLEVIEW PRIMARY SCHOOL KEY CONTACTS  
 

Elaine Wilson – Principal  

Tracy Wright – Assistant Principal  

Jo Oppler – Administration 

Lidiya Kerassitis – Business Manager 

Stephanie Nicholds – Foundation Teacher 

Andrew Reardon – Foundation Teacher  

 

Address Details:  

19 Wattletree Road 

Ferntree Gully, 3156 

 

Telephone: 03 9758 4322  

 

Email: wattle.view.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Website: https://wvps.vic.edu.au/ 
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Getting Involved – in the Classroom 

 
Help in the Classroom  
 

You can be of assistance in programs such as:  

 Parent Reading Program  

 Sporting Events  

 Assisting with the swimming program and excursions  

 Helping with major school events  

 

Early in the year, a parent workshop will be provided on assisting with reading in the 

classroom.  

 

As parents you can also assist by observing the following:  

 CLEARLY NAME all of your child’s belongings.  

 Ensure your child has a good night’s sleep by going to bed on time.  

 Send your child well equipped and on time.  

 

If you can assist with excursions and in-school visits, this is appreciated not only by 

the school but also your child. Children love to have mum or dad participating in 

the school. We encourage you to offer your services, they will always be greatly 

appreciated!  

 

Working with Children’s Check  
 

“The Victorian Government has a checking system that will affect many adults who 

work or volunteer with children under 18 years of age. This check helps protect 

children from sexual or physical harm by checking a person’s criminal history for 

serious sexual, serious violence or serious drug offences and findings from certain 

professional disciplinary bodies such as the Victorian Institute of Teaching. The WWC 

Check creates a mandatory minimum standard for a range of child-related 

industries.”  

 

  

As a volunteer working with children across a range of school activities, you are 

required to apply for the WWC Check at an Australia Post outlet. Only the 

photograph taken at Australia Post fits the new ID card. We do not wish to limit 

parent involvement or contact with school programs. Rather we want to ensure 

that all of us who work with children at Wattleview Primary have been checked. By 

law you are unable to volunteer at the school without this check. The duty of care 

we share for safety of children in our care at all times is undeniable.  

To ensure your involvement around the school, it would be a good idea to apply for 

your check now. There is no charge for volunteers to have the check conducted. 

However, there is a charge for the passport quality photograph. You can find more 

information at - https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ 

 

 

 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
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The following pages 

provide additional 

information to ensure that 

your child is prepared for a 

smooth transition to primary 

school. 
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School Supplies 

 
Foundation supplies are purchased in bulk and are 

distributed to the children as needed. All markers, 

pencils, scissors, glue sticks etc. are put in central 

containers to be shared. 

 

Your child will also require: 

 

 An art smock that is clearly named and able to be 

pulled over the head with elastic gathered at the 

neck and sleeves. Art smocks are available from 

the Uniform Shop. 

 A named library bag made of strong material, 

measuring 30cm x 40cm with a drawstring.  

 A clearly named school bag that your child can 

carry and open themselves. School bags are 

available for purchase at the Uniform Shop. 

 

All items of uniform, school requisites, bags, lunch boxes 

and drink bottles must be clearly named. Please show 

your child where you put their name and encourage 

them to recognise their name prior to coming to school. 
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Preparing your child for Primary School 
 

Listed below are some items that your child should be 

familiar with in preparation for school. 

 

 To know his/her full name and recognise it on 

belongings. 

 To be able to spend time away from their mother, 

father or primary caregiver. 

 To be independent with clothes that may need to 

be put on or taken off. 

o e.g. jumper or art smock 

 To manage their own shoes whether with laces, 

buckles or Velcro. 

 To manage a packed lunch and play lunch. 

 To confidently manage the toilet, drink taps and 

wash basins. 

 An understanding not to leave the schoolyard 

during the school day. 

 To be able to pack up toys or materials they have 

used. 

 To be able to listen and follow simple instructions. 
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Snack and Lunch Ideas 
 

Listed below are possible snack and lunch ideas that are easy for 

children to manage independently at school 

 

Snack Lunch 
Cheese slices A sandwich with… 

Fresh fruit/vegetables Cheese and Vegemite 

Muffins Egg and Lettuce 

Plain scones Tuna 

Dried biscuits Chicken and Mayo 

Raisin bread Cheese, Tomato and Ham 

Popcorn Salad 

Small tubs of yoghurt Pita bread with salad 

Pikelets Chicken and lettuce salad 

Dried fruit Pasta salad 

Rice cakes Yoghurt and strawberries 

Carrot, celery or cucumber sticks Corn on the cob 

Breakfast cereals Pita bread and dips 

Fruit cups Pizza bread/Cheesy scroll 

Crumpets  Baked Beans  

 

*It is appreciated if all snack and lunch items come to school prepared and require 

no heating or cutting. Due to severe student allergies, we kindly ask that no nut 

products be brought to school. 

 

Fruit Snack 
 

 
The children have 2 hours of learning time between recess and lunch each 

day.  At about 12:30pm the children are able to eat a small snack of fresh 

fruit. 

 

This helps to boost energy levels and concentration for the next hour or so 

until it is time for their lunch. It also reinforces healthy eating habits. 

 

Therefore, Parents are asked to try to include in their child’s lunchbox one 

small item of fresh fruit/vegetable that is separately packed and easily 

consumed within this short pause. 

 

Fresh fruit or vegetables only are permitted. A small apple, some grapes, a 

banana, strawberries or a piece of celery are examples of suitable snacks.  

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/bennyartist/bennyartist1108/bennyartist110800405/10308682-fresh-pieces-kiwi-fruit-isolated-on-white-background.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_10308682_fresh-pieces-kiwi-fruit-isolated-on-white-background.html&usg=__v6ehukBtkKSKw-Phu6ghh90zCSE=&h=316&w=400&sz=13&hl=en&start=42&zoom=1&tbnid=sBUDyKTgUzlFBM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=124&ei=OFLcTuWuGoXJmQW5pJj9Cw&prev=/search?q=pieces+of+fruit&start=40&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&gbv=1&ie=UTF-8&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://appleadayproject.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/apple-full2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://appleadayproject.wordpress.com/&usg=__Ag_Gx3aDDpaGDDtq3Os5XmavEAo=&h=348&w=345&sz=11&hl=en&start=8&zoom=1&tbnid=ZNd25DpnMp8byM:&tbnh=120&tbnw=119&ei=j1LcTvSiFO34mAXzyKygDA&prev=/search?q=apple&hl=en&safe=active&gbv=2&ie=UTF-8&tbm=isch&itbs=1
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Literacy – Jolly Phonics 

 
1. Learning the letter sounds: 

Children are taught 42 letter sounds, which is a mix 

of alphabet sounds (1 sound – 1 letter) and 

digraphs (1 sound – 2 letters) such as sh, th, ai and 

ue. Using a multi-sensory approach, each letter 

sound is introduced with fun actions, stories and 

songs. 

We teach the letter sounds in 7 groups of 6 letters 

at a pace of 4-5 sounds a week. Children can start 

reading after the first group of letters have been 

taught and should have been introduced to all the 

42 letter sounds after 9 weeks at school. 
 

2. Learning letter formation: 

This is taught alongside the introduction of each letter sound. Typically, children will 

learn how to form and write the letters down during the course of the lesson. 

3. Blending: 

Once the first few letter sounds are learnt, children begin blending the sounds 

together to help them read and write new words.  

4. Segmenting: 

When children start reading words, they also need to start identifying the phonic 

components that make the word sound the way it does. By teaching blending and 

segmenting at the same time children become familiar with assembling and 

breaking down the sounds within words. 

 

5. Tricky words 

These are words with irregular parts, such as ‘who’ and ‘I’. Children learn these as 

exceptions to the rules of phonics. Introducing the common tricky words early in the 

year increases reading fluency (as they frequently occur in those first simple 

sentences you might expect them to read). 

Alongside these skills, children are also introduced to the main alternative spelling of 

vowels. These five skills form the foundation that children build on with each year of 

grammar teaching 

 

 

 

 said right 
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Reading with your child 

 
Beginning Reading 

When children are young, they love to listen to stories. But did you know that experts 

tell us children need to hear a thousand stories read aloud before they begin to 

learn to read for themselves. Reading aloud to your children is the most powerful 

teaching that you can do, so please don’t stop now they are at school. It is 

important to make regular times for reading each day. Snuggle up on a big chair, 

couch or even bed and enjoy that special reading time with your children. 

 

What to read? 

Young children love stories with rhyme and repetition, but don’t restrict your child’s 

reading materials to only books. Provide the chance to read other types of reading 

material such as: 

 Magazines 

 Comics 

 Newspapers 

 Poetry 

 Maps 

 Instructions for games 

 Cooking recipes 

 Picture books 

Children need to see that reading is a positive and enjoyable experience and that 

there is a purpose for reading. They need to see it as an important part of your life 

as well, so it is good for them to see you reading the paper, magazines, recipes, 

instructions and information. 

 

When your Foundation child brings home books to share with you, it is important to 

take the time to: 

 Talk about the front cover and title. 

 Predict what the book will be about. 

 Look through and discuss the pictures before reading. 

There are three ways to share reading time: 

 You read to the child. 

 The child reads to you. 

 You read with your child, giving the support to build confidence. 

Enjoy and encourage all early attempts at reading. Children need lots of 

experiences before they can read and write like adults. The recipe for success is lots 

of fun, praise and genuine interest. 
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Fun with Rhyming 
 

Children who can recognise rhyme in words have a great head start in reading. 

Through rhyming, children learn to recognise the sounds and patterns in letters and 

words. The importance of helping children catch this idea cannot be 

underestimated. 

 

Some fun activities to try at home that introduce and consolidate the concept of 

rhyming, include: 

 

 Singing songs and nursery rhymes with your child. 

Old favourites like Humpty Dumpty, Hickory Dickory Dock, Three Blind Mice, 

Jack and Jill etc. are a great place to start. 

 Reading picture story books from the library or your collection at home that 

have rhyming in them, such as Dr. Seuss books. Allow your child to join in with 

the rhyming words as they hear them over and over. 

 Pick a short word, such as ‘cat’ and see how many words you and your child 

can think of that rhyme with it. 

 Play a rhyming game of Eye Spy. For example, ‘I spy a word that rhymes with 

head’ (bed). Keep it fun and simple. 

 
Picture Story Books for preschool children and children who have begun school. 

 

These books have the features that entice children to want them to be read over 

and over again - rich language with rhyme, repetition and interesting illustrations.  

 

Mem Fox Pamela Allen 
- Hello Baby! 

- Ten little fingers and Ten little toes 

- Where is the green sheep? 

- Sleepy bears 

- Time for bed 

- Night Noises 

- Goodnight sleep tight 

- Hattie and the fox 

- Boo to a goose 

- Zoo looking 

- Ducks away 

- Who sank the boat? 

- Bertie and the bear 

- Shhh! Little Mouse 

- A Lion in the night 

- Mr McGee goes to sea 

- Mr McGee and the blackberry jam 

- Mr McGee and the biting flea 

- Mr McGee and the big bag of bread 

- Mr McGee and the perfect nest 

- Fancy that 

Dr Suess Eric Carle Pat Hutchins Julie Donaldson 
- The Cat in the Hat 

- Green eggs and 

   ham 

- One fish Two fish Red 

   fish Blue fish 

- Hop on pop 

- Fox in Sox 

 

- The very busy spider 

- The very quiet cricket 

- The very hungry 

  caterpillar 

- Rooster’s off to see 

  the world. 

- Do you want to be 

  my friend? 

- The Tiny Seed 

 

- Rosie’s walk 

- The doorbell rang 

- Goodnight owl! 

- Where oh where is 

  Rosie’s chick? 

 

- The Gruffalo 

- Room on a broom 

- Toddle Waddle 

 

Alison Lester Lynley Dodd 
- Kissed by the moon 

  Roar 

- Noni the pony 

- Hairy Maclary from 

  Donaldson’s Dairy 
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Numeracy at Home 
 

Developing Numeracy skills is very similar to developing Literacy skills. Just as we 

encourage you to spend time talking about and sharing books with your child, you 

can also be involved in helping to develop and foster skills and concepts related to 

the world of numbers. 

 

Below are some activities that you can carry out with your child in a fun and 

informal way. Talking and listening to your child is essential if the activities are to be 

beneficial. Young children need time to process their thoughts and elaborate on 

what they are observing. 

 

Cooking 

The kitchen is a great place to start! The world of measurement can be explored 

when using scales, cups, teaspoons, tablespoons, temperatures, clocks etc. Allow 

children to help you count and estimate and see the relevance of numbers in this 

area. 

Setting tables 

A good way to introduce the concept of one number for one item. This can be a 

simple repetitive task that can also assist children in establishing concepts of more 

than, less than, how many etc. 

Shopping 

A wonderful place to discover all sorts of things. Items can be classified by being 

big or small, heavy or light, thick or thin etc. Let children lift and carry for you so 

they can feel differences. Help them discover numbers on foods, signs, shelves and 

let them begin to see that numbers are everywhere in our lives.  

Money 

Introduce your child to our currency by letting them sort and play with real coins. 

Help them to identify the different size, shape, features and value of our money 

system. Let them play with the coins in your purse/wallet or give them a small 

amount of pocket money. 

Letterboxes 

Locating and identifying the numbers on houses helps children to see patterns and 

sequences. Check out the numbers in your street or on the way to school. 

Numbers can be found almost anywhere in our homes – on clocks, computers, 

ovens, telephones, scales, food items, drink bottles etc. Encourage children to look 

for and identify them. Discuss their purpose and how they assist with daily living. 
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Some Suggestions for Improving Fine Motor 

Skills and Hand-Eye Co-Ordination 
 

Activities for practising at home and around the house:  

 turning keys in locks 

 zipping 

 buttoning and buckling 

 cutting and pasting 

 tracing letters, numbers or pictures 

 threading beads or raw pasta 

 cooking skills – pouring, chopping, dicing, buttering bread 

 following mazes 

 jigsaw puzzles 

 finger knitting 

 shoelace tying 

 typing 

 wax, plasticine, play dough or clay modelling 

 hanging up clothes  

 construction toys 

 playing musical instruments, such as piano, xylophone or 

recorder 

 catching and throwing balls 

 dot-to-dots 

 origami and paper folding 

 playing marbles 

 building sand castles 

 

Other activities and ideas include: 

 using plastic or cardboard cut-outs for your child to trace 

 picking up pins or matches and placing them in a box 

 pouring dried peas from carton to carton or water from jug to 

glass 

 bouncing ball on the wall and catching 

 allowing your child to prepare vegetables and set table, wipe 

up dishes, stack plates etc.  
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 Experiences That Can Strengthen Your Child’s Development  
 

Children begin to develop critical learning skills at a young age that will help them 

be successful later in life; therefore, it is important for parents to provide 

opportunities for their children to work on these skills throughout early childhood. 

Pre-Kindergarten learning opportunities will prepare children with the foundation 

necessary for a smooth transition from home life to the school environment. Below 

are some simple ideas that will promote the development of skills included in the 

four EYE-DA domains.  

A) Awareness of Self and Environment  

1) Dress for Success: Ask your child to select their clothing and dress 

themselves with minimal help. Discuss what they picked and whether 

or not it is an appropriate choice for the weather and occasion.  

2) Emotions Song: "If you're happy and you know it clap your hands 

(clap, clap) x 2 etc." Add other verses using appropriate actions and 

expressions (e.g., mad/stomp; surprised/jump; scared/hide).  

3) Find Teddy: To work on your child's concept of positions (e.g., 

front/back; top/bottom; over/under), place his or her teddy bear 

in different locations and ask your child to describe where Teddy is.  

B) Cognitive Skills  

1) Cheerio Math: During snack time ask your child to count his 

or her food items. For example, ask your child to make groups 

or sets using Cheerios - demonstrate how to do this first if 

necessary.  

2) Alphabet Song: Sing the alphabet regularly with your child. 

Once he or she has mastered all the letter names, match the 

names with the written letter and introduce the sounds that 

these letters make.  

3) Storybook Reading: Read with your child early and often. 

Ensure that your child is engaged throughout the story by 

drawing his or her attention to the book and asking questions.  
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C) Language and Communication 

1) Walk & Talk: During a walk with your child, make an effort to 

ask him or her questions about what he or she sees, hears and 

smells. Find objects along the way that will help promote 

discussion.  

2) Re-tell it: After reading a book with your child, ask him or her to 

re-tell the story. Similarly, after your child has finished watching a 

television program, ask him or her to summarise it for you. 

3) Word of the Day: Select a new word each day to describe 

and use it in a daily activity. For example: House - discuss what is 

it, who lives in it, look in books to find house pictures, and play a 

game of house.  

D) Physical Development 

1) Arts & Crafts Corner: Taking time to make crafts with your child 

(e.g., colouring, painting, cutting, etc.) will not only help your 

child to develop fine motor skills, but it will also stimulate his or 

her creativity!  

2) Outdoor Games: Ample space to move around and fresh air 

provide a perfect opportunity to enhance your child’s gross motor 

skills through play-based activities such as tag, hopscotch, catch, 

soccer, etc. 

3) Watch then Do: Instead of completing challenging physical tasks 

for your child (e.g., pouring a drink, brushing teeth, etc.), first model 

the behaviour and then encourage your child to attempt it. 


